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S e s s i o n  

We could care less but decided to care more.  

Pastor:  Reverend Mark Gaskill 

 Winter Work 
 My grandfather grew tomatoes, it was his hobby.  He had a nice little garden in their suburban 
backyard, he grew a few other things there, but the tomatoes were really the center of attention. They 
were big and red, and a source of pride to him.  He had a sort of running competition with his brother in 
law on whose heirloom tomatoes were bigger, redder and sweeter.  Not too long after the Christmas 
decorations came down, the grow lamps and the egg cartons filled with soil came out (my Grandpa lived 
through the Great Depression, he never would have bought seedling trays).  In the freeze of winter he 
planted the seeds and cared for them in a corner of the den.  By planting time he had healthy seedlings, 
ready to get started on those big red tomatoes that would start rolling in mid-July. 
 I have never managed to get myself together enough to do the winter work that it takes, so my 
efforts to grow anything but cherry tomatoes have been abject failures, sorry Grandpa.  We are facing a 
bit of winter work that needs doing around GSPC, if we want to grow, if we want to bear fruit and be 
healthy we have some things that will have to happen slowly and quietly and with patience. It is my feel-
ing that we are in a sort of spiritual winter in this nation.  Church attendance just isn’t what it used to be.  
We’re not alone, a lot of institutions that used to seem rock solid are showing the same strain.  The thing 
is though, the desire, the longing for communion and connection, is out there.  Most people will tell you 
they have some sort of interest in the spiritual things of life, they just aren’t going to Church to pursue 
that interest. 
 Some of the folks who express this vague spirituality are people who used to do the Church thing 

and got burned, others are people who never really had much experience with the Church at all, but in 

both cases it is pretty sure that our same old same old is not going to really encourage them to really 

become a part of the Body of Christ.  Winter work is not the same as summer work, winter work is not 

about strenuous labor, tilling soil and pulling weeds.  Winter work is about thinking ahead and doing 

some things to make sure that your planting and tending is off to a good start. Churches sometimes 

think that big changes are necessary, big plans are needed in order to try to bring revival and growth 

after a time of dormancy or even dying.  There may, indeed be a time for that, but not in the winter. 

 In a survey that was done of people who attend church, it was found that 86% of people who at-

tended church, attended first because a friend invited them.  6% attended because the Pastor invited 

them, likewise 6% attended because of some sort of organized program that the church conducted, only  
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2% attended because of advertising.  Statistics was not my favorite subject in school, but that’s a pretty stag-
gering reality, and it tells me that a lot of our winter work gets wasted on the wrong stuff.  We can actually 
learn pretty easily how to do competent advertising.  We could put a little effort into it and do some events 
and such, but far and away the most effective growth strategy is actually the one that the church has always 
used: invitation and discipleship.  It’s what Jesus did: “come and follow me.” 
 The winter work part of this equation is growing in our own connection to this church so that we feel 
like it’s a thing that we would go out on a limb for.  When Jesus told people to follow him, he knew what he 
was offering them and he didn’t promise them anything other than the Kingdom of Heaven.  Which, I know, 
you think, “Kingdom of Heaven,” that’s a pretty big carrot! But remember that most people didn’t really seem 
to know what that meant, so he was constantly explaining it, and correcting their often very flawed impres-
sions of what it is. 
 If we discount crooked and idolatrous forms of religion (i.e. the Prosperity Gospel) and look at what 
helps an authentic Christ-centered community to flourish, the winter work is developing a vision that pro-
duces a sense of mission and shared cause that produces a community which is willing and able to look out-
wards rather than inwards.  Without vision we don’t know what changes to make, and even if we make some 
changes they are probably going to prove futile. The reason for this is that if we do not follow an inspired vi-
sion, we only make changes that we like.  If we always focus on ourselves and what we want we will never, 
ever seem really attractive to people who aren’t already on board. 
 
 I saw this little dialogue, posted in meme form this week: 

 Person: “I didn’t really like worship this week.” 

 Pastor: “That’s okay, we weren’t worshiping you.” 
 
 That is snarky on a level that mostly will only pass on the internet, but the winter work of the church 

in this day and age is making the turn where that dynamic becomes a reality. A vision brings people who 

may not agree about everything into a community where they center on something other than their own pref-

erences. We are pretty lucky in the Church that we always know what our center should be: Jesus.  He is 

the seed that is planted in all of us, it remains to be seen how it grows in our lives. Winter is a time to pre-

pare and do the work that it takes for growth to happen later.  If you don’t do it, and the thaw of spring 

comes, you will not be able to plant and grow and bear fruit. 

  

   

           Mark   

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  D e s k ,  c o n t ’ d .  

 
SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
 On February 17 during both services we will have a Service of Healing and 
 Wholeness. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
 Ash Wednesday Service March 6, 7:00 p.m. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLjuSR7Z3gAhXphOAKHfl2CzYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnfkpc.org%2F2016-up-and-coming-events%2F&psig=AOvVaw0puYHeirVTFt9R8eaNewaj&ust=1549224230878717
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February meetings are  

February 10 th  & February 24 th  
 Regular meeting at church (6 pm).   

F E L L O W S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  

 
CHILI COOK OFF 
Want to melt away those winter blues?  Try a variety of chilis?  There is a chili cook off 
planned for Sunday, February 3rd.  Everyone is invited to participate either as a chili chef or 
by contributing salad, bread or dessert to share.    
 
 

A D M I N  C O M M I T T E E  

FROM THE SESSION 
 

Financial Status, December, 2018 
The following shows the Operating Report for December, 2018.   
 

 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the GSPC congregation was held on Sunday, January 27th with approximately 43 
members attending. 

 
¶ Ron Banks, Anne Creveling and Georgia Henry were elected to the 2019 GSPC Nominating Committee.  
      Michele Gaskill is the alternate. 
¶ The predicted 2019 income is listed at $252,700 with the session presenting a budget of $298,257. 
¶ The congregation did not accept the terms of call as presented and voted to  increase the pastor’s salary 

and the lay employees salary by 3%. The budget will be reviewed again by the administration committee 
and the session. Members have requested that all rethink their pledges and increase them as much as 
they can. 

 

Session Meeting 
Session will meet Wednesday, February 13th at 6:30 p.m.  This meeting will be for elders only and there will 
be no team meetings. 

 

Balance, Beginning of December   $16,726.13 

   Income   $38,488.38 

    Disbursements   $56,016.44 

Balance, End of December   -$801.93 
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Fourth Sunday after EpiphanyðFebruary 3 

Jeremiah 1:4–10   
  Psalm 71:1–6  
 1 Corinthians 13:1–13  
 Luke 4:21–30  
 Fifth Sunday after EpiphanyðFebruary 10  
 Isaiah 6:1–8 (9–13)  
  Psalm 138  
 1 Corinthians 15:1–11  
 Luke 5:1–11  
 Sixth Sunday after EpiphanyðFebruary 17 

Jeremiah 17:5–10  
  Psalm 1  
 1 Corinthians 15:12–20  
 Luke 6:17–26  
 Seventh Sunday after EpiphanyðFebruary 24 

Genesis 45:3–11, 15  
  Psalm 37:1–11, 39–40  
 1 Corinthians 15:35–38, 42–50  
 Luke 6:27–38  
  

L e c t i o n a r y  f o r   

F e b r u a r y  

1—Rebecca Banks 

8—Grover Baldwin 

13—Tony Banks, Henry Buntz 

14—Grace Yang 

16—Anne Call 

17—Guy Valery Edjang 

18—Nicole Wagner 

19—Mary Ellison 

20—Eddie Hancock, Georgia Henry 

21—Liam Knott, Gabby Lehrter 

25—Jackie Flora 

27—Peggy Hancock 

28—Marceline Amayene 

Friends  Who  Lunch  

 

 
The Friends Who Lunch will meet together on Tuesday, February 12th with a 

luncheon at Carolina Kitchen. They will meet there at 12:00 noon. Please 
plan to join us for good food and great fellowship.  There is a sign up sheet in 

the narthex. For further information call the church office. 
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